10	A BOOK OF BURLESQUE.
of the language of a tragedy is, that it is not to be understood;
which granted (as I think it must be), it will necessanly follow that
the only ways to avoid this is by being too high or too low for the
understanding, which uill cornpiehend everything within its reach.
The editor goes on to say that " our author excelleth "
in both these styles. "He is very rarely within sight
through the whole play, either rising higher than the eye
of your understanding can soar, or sinking lower than it
careth to stoop."
Fielding does not adopt m " Tom Thumb " the machinery
of " The Rehearsal." " Tom Thumb " is a burlesque tragedy,
standing by itself, and intended for representation in the
serious spirit which should animate all true burlesque.
Tom Thumb is "a little hero, with a great soul," who,
as a reward for his victories over the race of giants,
demands in marriage the hand of Huncamunca, the daughter
of King Arthur. As he observes :—
I ask not kingdoms, I can conquer those;
I ask not money, money I've enough;
For what I've done, and what I mean to do,
For giants slain, and giants yet unborn
Which I will slay—if this be call'd a debt,
Take my receipt in full: I ask but this—
To sun myself in Huncamunca's eyes.
'^Prodigious bold request," remarks the King; but he
decides, nevertheless, to give Huncamunca to Tom Thumb.
Unhappily, Lord Grizzle is enamoured of the princess, and,
in revenge, leads an insurrection against the Court. He
is, however, conquered by the little hero, who is about to
be wedded to his charmer, when, alas! as he is marching
in triumph through the streets, he is swallowed by " a cow,
of larger than the usual size." Queen Dollallolla, who is

